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Longing and sure trust 


The clamour of commerce and the cruelty of painful 
death were the backdrop to the life of Mother Julian of 
Norwich. She lived in the 14th century, in a thriving 
port whose prosperity was punctuated by plague. Yet 
Julian is renowned not for a social Gospel or a theology 
of despair but for her visions of a loving God and her 
words of guidance for the questing soul. 


When a soul began to seek God, she taught, it was 
already on the way to him. Its journey would be 
through prayer, which she described as ‘true longing, 
and sure trust too’. The believer must call for God’s 
guidance and at the same time rest assured that it is 
already granted. Through prayer, the will of God is 
sought and then submitted to: but this is a process of 
joy, for God’s will is always for the good. It was a failure 
to believe this, even in the souls that yearned most for 
Gad, which kept them from him. That God should 
wield an almighty arm or survey with an all-seeing eye 


was far more credible to most than that he should’ 


enfold his creatures with an all-embracing love. 


Such love is the antithesis of wrath. Julian ‘saw no 
anger in God’ and perceived that blame (even of 
ourselves, in a dim consciousness of sin) was of the very 
essence of evil. Not seeing sin in her visions, she 
concluded that it had no existence in itself but could 
only be known by the suffering it caused. Its vileness 


was its own penalty: ‘I was shown no harder hell than 
sin’. 


It was in her struggle to understand why such an evil 
had been allowed to enter the world that she heard 
pronounced the most famous sentence of her 
Revelations Sin had been necessary, she was assured, 
although she could not yet be told why. Nevertheless, 
she was to have faith that, in the end, ‘All shall be well, 


and all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be 
well’. 


The words, now popularised, can sound like pious 

latitudes or specious comfort. But in the context of 
Fulian's revelations as a whole they assume more subtle 
shades. The secular assumptions of her city’s streets 
were those of suffering and of a striving after wealth. 
The emphasis of organised religion was on authority 
and the punishment of sin by damnation. Julian’s book 
was the first to be written in English by a woman. It 
offered a cheering contrast; a vision of a God of love - 
not a stern father but a kindly mother who tenderly 
looks after her child, changing her methods but not her 
love as her child grows up. 


Today the theology of compassion is fashionable, but 
for many it is merely a form of words. Our society is 
built on competition; our faith on condemnation - if not 
of others, then of ourselves. Julian’s Revelations speak 
to the clamour of the 20th century as powerfully as they 
did when they were written. They suggest a way of 
transforming the world through a revolution in the 
individual soul; and they hold out an offer of hope to 
those tormented by fear, regret and shame. 


Judith Rice 


This is just a scratch on the surface of Julian’s teaching. 
The standard translation of The Revelations of Divine 
Love is by Clifton Wolters in Penguin Classics. An 
excellent book, Christ our Mother, has just been 
published by Darton, Longman & Todd (price £9.95). It 
is by a theologian, Brant Pelphrey. For a lighter 
introduction, see In Search of Julian of Norwich, DLT, 
£4.95, by Sheila Upjohn. 
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At 9pm on Monday 11 
December, the 1989 
World Chain of Light will 
begin at Webb House 
and will then go west- 
ward around the globe, 
celebrated everywhere at 
9pm local time. The 
Chain will be completed 
at Webb House at 9pm 
on 12 December. 


Steve, who helped in Stockton IT 
Circle, fundraising by having his 
beard cut off. 


Webb House is a large building which has been 
converted as a resource centre for mental health in 
Cleveland. Most of the people who use Webb are trying 
to recover from the effects of mental illness or severe 
stress. Others have friends or relatives who have been 
ill and want to learn about mental illness and help 
others in their recovery. 


The intention is to provide a caring atmosphere in 
which each individual is valued for themselves and for 
their contribution to the life of the centre. The main 
purpose of the work at Webb is to provide people with 
resources to enable them to regain some confidence 
and self-esteem. There is no question of doing things 
for people but of enabling people to do things for 
themselves. 


Enjoying a dance 
on the friendship 
circles holiday in 
Scotland this 
summer. 


The idea for a resource centre such as this came from 
the Toc H ‘friendship circles’ which started in 1975 in 
Stockton. 10 years ago the network of these circles 
began to spread outside Cleveland. The philosophy 
behind them is that every human being, however ill or 
distressed, has a healthy part and has something of him 
or herself to offer others. Circles nurture this by 
showing each individual that they are loved for 
themselves; that there is faith in their ability to get 
better and that he or she is needed and has a valuable 
contribution to make to circle life. Members are 
encouraged to think of themselves as part of a family. 


Give become more tolerant of other people because i 
of the circle. 


@ Understanding and love they give. You feel a real 
person that matters. 


G! can relate to the people there - they've had similar 
experiences to me. They just accept me and treat 
me as a friend. 


Webb House music group entertain at the friendship (Nobody makes your decisions for you there. 5 


circles’ Easter Hat Parade, 1988. 
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Colin Rudd discusses the true meaning 
of an over-used word. 


If you were to make a list of the most commonly 
misused words in the English language one thing ‘a 
you could be sure of is that it would be a long one, 3 
English is a language of great subtlety, and KN 
subtlety exists possibilities for misuse multiply. Ther 4 
probably a law somewhere which would enable you, 
work out the proportion of error-in-use ta Oe 
meaning - and if there isn’t, I’m sure there could be. 
The Greeks, no strangers to subtlety themselves, 
nonetheless had to use four different words to mean 
love, depending on what sort of love you were talking 
about. Not the English though! One word it is, and 
even when it’s being employed correctly you have to be 
aware, somewhere in your mind, of the complex 
hinterland of meaning behind that simple four letter 
word. 


All too often difficulties arise because we fail to take 
the trouble to define what we mean by the words which 
we most commonly use. We assume not only that we 
know what we mean, but also that our hearers or 
readers understand the same thing, and we are 
fortunate if the resulting misunderstandings are only 
amusing. 


One word which is often used without much clarity is 
‘faith’. It’s used a great deal in and by the Church, 
crops up almost 250 times in the New Testament, and is 


Continued from 
previous page 


Christmas lunch at Webb House, 
1988. 


Point 3 hopes to carry full features 
on the work of friendship circles 
and Webb House next year. 
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Colin Rudd 


a word of fundamental importance in Christ 
theology and doctrine. Yet it is rarely defined with a 
care and we go on using 1t simply assuming that we 
mean the same thing. But do we? 


‘six impossible things before 
breakfast’ 


Some of the most common misunderstandings seem to 
me to arise out of confusing words like ‘faith’ and 
‘belief’ and treating them as though they were 
interchangeable. In the strange, topsy-turvy world of 
Alice through the Looking Glass the Red Queen 
confidently announces to Alice that she can ‘believe six 
impossible things before breakfast’. For far too man 
people that’s a working definition of faith. Their 
perception of the religious person is of someone who 
has suspended whatever intelligence they have and 
stands with those who can believe six - or more - 
impossible things before breakfast. But seriously 
believing in the impossible like that is sufficiently close 
to what most people would call madness for 
psychiatrists to recognise it as a symptom of serious 
disorder. According to the Oxford English Dictionary: 
‘Faith is: spiritual apprehension of divine truth apart 
from proof. .. .’ There is no hint here of any suggestion 
that faith might be believing in something simply 
because it’s possible, or of flying in the face of reason, 


and it introduces the concept of divine truth and the 
spiritual dimension. It is, nonetheless, somewhat dry 
and uninspiring. 


The definition of faith written some 1900 years ago b 
the anonymous writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews still 
cuts through our confusion and sends that kind of 
shiver up the spine that you get when you meet the 
truth beautifully exntester! He writes: ‘Now faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
unseen.’ So faith isn’t wishful thinking, or believing six 
- impossible things before breakfast, or anything else like 
that. Faith is about substance, about evidence; it’s about 
assurance and conviction. It is about that area of our life 
where objective proof, in a legal or scientific sense, is 
neither possible nor necessary, because it is about 
personal knowledge. If I know you it is not, under any 
normal circumstances, necessary for me to prove that I 
know you. The fact of my knowing you is enough in 
itself. The evidence of my knowing you will be there, 
even to the casual observer - if we are friends we will 
greet each other as we meet, we will spend time 
together - but more, we will have a relationship which is 
recognisably the relationship of friends. We will actuall 
go so far as to adjust our lives to take account of eac 
other. 


‘my certainty that I am right 
need not include a certainty that 
others who differ from me are wrong’ 


The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews seems to 
suggest that living by faith means living by what I know in 
my own heart to be true. That means learning to live in 
the light of my own experience. It means trusting that 
experience and learning to understand it and interpret 
it, often through the experience of others. It means 
hanging on to my own integrity - which is the precise 
opposite of believing six impossible things before 
breakfast. It also means recognising that my experience 
is incomplete, and my knowledge imperfect. That 
should give me the humility to recognise that the 
experience of others may well be different from my 
own, so that my certainty that I am right need not also 
include, as a necesary corollary, my certainty that, if 
they differ from me in a major way, those others are 
wrong. Even if I cannot bring myself to celebrate their 
truth I cannot deny it simply because it is different. 


Love for the 
Mentally Ill 


We all have our feelings. 


Kee the channels of com- 


munications open. 


There is no need to make us any 
worse than we are. 


What are the options? 


Feeling for the loved ones. 


Compassion = empathy. 


E Rita Carr is a member of Webb 
House in Middlesbrough. 


In recent years the Church has come a very long way 
towards recognising once again that faith is not a 
matter of simply struggling to believe a pre-formed set 
of doctrines, no matter how incomprehensible or 
unconvincing you may find them. Intellectual assent, on 
its own, is simply not faith, although it will form a vital 
part of the life of faith as we seek to understand and 
Interpret our experience. That understanding of the 
importance of experience is rooted in the experience of 
the disciples themselves. When Philip could not 
persuade Nathaniel that Jesus was, in truth, the one 
about whom the prophets had spoken he could only 
say: ‘Come and see.’ Nathaniel came and saw, and the 
experience changed his life. Over and over again it was 
the experience of meeting Jesus and knowing him that 
changed people. Perhaps the best example of all was St 
Paul on the Damascus road, where that one meeting 
led to countless others. The experience of meeting 
Jesus, however that experience comes, challenges and 
changes us. It may be a Damascus road experience, it 
may be a gradual dawning of a realisation that that was 
who it was all along . . . for each of us the meeting is 
special, unique. And we know when it’s real. But the 
meeting is not at a time and place of our choosing, and 
Paul, knowing that as clearly as anyone could, 
deliberately listed faith among the gifts that we receive. 
We have no right to it, any more than we have a right 
to any gift. It is in the hand of the giver, and the gift and 
the timing of it are his choice. 


But if we are to claim that experience is a crucial factor 
in the spiritual life, what of members of other 
communities of faith? What about their experience? 
What the Church has tended to do in the past is to 
deny the significance or the validity, or even the reality, 
of any experience which wasn’t Christian. If it didn’t do 
that it condemned it as misdguided or even as evil. So 
the old Good Friday collect prays for ‘Jews, Turks and 
Infidels’ with that kind of condescension of which only 
the Church is capable. There appe aE to be no hope 
at all that the integrity of a quite different experience of 
life could ever be recognised. But a change was taking 
place, and when, about 20 years ago, the Vatican 
directed Roman Catholic Missions to place less 
emphasis on conversion and instead to spend more 
time listening, that change began to gather some 
momentum. Inter-faith dialogue began - that is to say, 
people began listening to each other for a change, 
instead of beating each others’ brains out in an attempt 
either to convert or to resist conversion. The change 
has already been enormously enriching for the 
Christian Church, which is beginning to learn a deep 
respect for the faith of others, taught, in large measure, 
by their respect for ours. 


So faith is not about theories, but about experience. It 
is not about suspending the normal intellectual 
processes but about living by that experience and 
trusting it. It is a gift of recognition that experience - 
ordinary, everyday experience - has a spiritual 
dimension; and to live by faith is to live a life in which 
that gift is used with integrity and often with courage 
and perseverance. It is only by struggling down that 
difficult, demanding, even frightening, road that the gift 
of faith grows in us, and that we can discover for 
ourselves that it is indeed ‘the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things unseen.’ 


E Rev. Colin Rudd was formerly a member of Toc H's 
National Chaplaincy Team. He is now Vicar of 
Buckland with Littleworth and Pusey, near Oxford. 
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= Toc H changes people. I know from experience, and I 

; | have often had to stand up in front of rooms full of 
people who have never heard of us, and try to explain 
that this process of change is open to them. 


Photo: John Dickson 


There has certainly been a great change in me 
personally over the years - and it started early. When I 
was being interviewed for the post of ‘Field Officer’ (as 
it was then called) 12 years ago, when I was rather 
young and very wet behind the ears, I felt that I was 
doing very well until John Hull, the then National 
Chaplain, asked me to tell him about:my faith. That 
question really made me feel that I had blown it. I had 
been brought up in the Congregational Church but had 
left, disillusioned, in my teens. Since then I had not 
been involved in any Church. I was honest about this 
but, as I listened to my own answers, I was sure I would 
be turned down. I left the interview and walked down 
towards the church of All Hallows. I wanted this job 
desperately, although I did not understand why - an I 
found myself walking into the building. What hap ened 
next I still find difficult to square with what I had been 
up to that moment. I sat in a pew, bent my head and 
q prayed. The prayer can be paraphrased as ‘if you have 
power in this organisation then give me this job’. 


‘the challenge is to grow into areas that 
you would never otherwise have 
taken on’ 
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Maybe it would also help you to understand the role of a | 
Development Officer if I showed you some of the key tasks that I 
was working on during my last year. 


Establishing a network of le’ t t th 
FEON B rk of young people’s groups throughout the 


Working cooperatively with the Regional Projects Group and the 
national projects team (where appropriate) in all matters apporaigi 
to regional projects. Seeking to establish a ‘core’ of project leaders. 


Encouraging fuller use of the Birmingham Centre. 

Developing contact with local schools, colleges and youth clubs in the 
Birmingham area (and other areas as appropriate and in consultation 
with regional officers). 


Working productively with the regional officers in the formulation of 
regional policy. 


A Leaders Training Weekend at 
Cuddesdon about 8 years ago 

that I was, in fact, being called. This is not a pleasant 
experience. I can still remember the feelings as I looked 
at myself in the mirror one morning and burst into 
tears, mumbling something like ‘not me, I’m a sinner’. It 
was a bit like having sandpaper taken to your soul. 


During my years on the staff, my job title changed from 
‘Field Staff’ to ‘Development Officer’ - a change that 
reflects the tension in ihe job between the tasks of 
development and maintenance. Some members 
thought of us as only doing new development work and 
assumed this also meant that we had no interest in 
traditional branches. Yet I was happy to respond to any 
invitation at branch level and where there were 
members who were happy to work with me, I thanked 
God for them. Toc H has a lot to offer potential new 
members. My only regret is that we are not setting up 
new initiatives at anything like the speed necessary to 
secure the future of the movement. I do not see 
branches as being fruitful areas of growth but this 
doesn’t mean that I want them to close down. The 
development work that I was doing needed the 
support, or at least the blessing, of the branch 
membership. 


At its best, Toc H leads to real personal growth. One of 
the great things about working for it is that you learn 
new and unexpected skills. The challenge is to grow 
into areas that you would not otherwise have taken on. I 
have had the chance to try my hand at public speaking, 
working in inner city areas and - yes, even writing! And I 
have had another satisfaction - that of seeing that my 
best work has allowed a rich mixture of people to meet. 


There is an even greater thrill, and that is in setting up 
events so that others may start their own personal 
rowth. To see a person change in a few short years 
rom a stuttering and shy individual into someone with 


Maintaining a limited contact with the Birmingham District. 
Establishing and maintaining work in the Gloucester District. 
Encouraging the work of the Birmingham Outward Group. 

Acting as our national representative on the Workcamps Organiser 
Coordinating Committee until such time as this is taken over by the 
national projects team. 

Working for a period of one year with the Personnel and Training 


Officer as a member of the training group and cooperating where 
appropriate in the planning and implementation of training events. 


confidence and poise, is a pleasure indeed. I am not 
saying that J have achieved this change, nor even that 


Toc H itself has - but we did provide the environment 
for that change to take place. 


I think members have the right to expect a certain level 
of commitment from their staff to Toc H. But once you 
have got good people committed to the movement and 
to the work that they are called upon to do, then what 
should the relationship be between that staff and the 
membership? It has to become better than it is, because 
if you employ people to do a job, then you should 
support them in their work. In some cases that does not 
mean physical support, because they may be working in 
areas where you are unable to help them. It does mean 
that you show an interest in what they are doing and 
that you support them with your thoughts and prayers. 
That individual is working as an extension of the 
membership, which means you, and in many cases is 
doing what the membership is not willing or able to do. 


‘our problem is in the 
area of morale’ 


If we were starting Toc H today, with its current assets 
of people, property and finance, I am sure we would 
think we were very well endowed. Our problem is in the 
area of morale. We are not going forward as a whole 
movement, because we do not believe we can. The 
challenge is that the world outside needs Toc H and 
that there is nothing quite like it. But Toc H must 
change if it is to be a force in the next century. Those 
who argue against change must question their attitudes 
and motives if all they are offering is criticism, with no 
alternative way forward. As for me, now also a ‘lay’ 
member of Toc H, I may not know the answer but I am 
prepared to take up the challenge. 
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I expect that each of us will be singing this and many 
other carols over the coming weeks. The words are a 
call to a certain way of life. More than that, they 
demand that anything other than ‘true love and 
brotherhood’ will destroy the true message of 
Christmas and will deface the angels’ song of ‘peace on 
earth and goodwill to all men’. 


When I thought about this, it reminded me of a verse 
from Matthew’s Gospel (chapter 11, verse 12): 


Ever since the coming of John the Baptist 
the kingdom of heaven 
has been subjected to violence and violent men 
are seizing it. 


This seems to me to be the tragedy of our world and 
the people who inhabit it. There is too much violence 
and defacing of our earth. 


at Christmas-time more than any other 
we deface the message of love and peace 
by celebrating the birth of Christ 
in an orgy of spending’ 


We rape our earth of everything and are only now 
beginning to glimpse the price that may have to be 
paid. ‘Green’ issues are now in the forefront of the 
political agenda, but I wonder whether we yet have the 
commitment necessary to reverse the trend of 
centuries. Are we prepared to make the sacrifices 
which will be necessary both personally and nationally 
to restore a balance in nature? Or will we continue with 
our demands for higher standards of living and more 
possessions? While our society continues its habit of 
consumerism and careless waste, the earth will continue 
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more than any other we deface the message of love and 
peace by celebrating the birth of Christ in an orgy of 
spending. 


The earth and all that is within it is part of the creative 
intention of Gad. Even more important, every human 
person is a child of God and contains within them the 
image of God himself. Yet, the people of nations are at 
war with each other either in fact or in the struggles for 
superiority in arms or wealth. Communities are divided 
by the prejudices of class and colour. Individuals suffer 
and are too often left isolated and without love. 


In our own society there is obvious violence in the 
horrors of child abuse and hooliganism. But there is 
another kind of violence in the subtleties of entrenched 
opinions, ambition and snobbery. The image of God in 
every person is defaced by the simple rejection of 
common courtesy, lack of respect for others’ dignity 
and the superficiality of everyday encounters. 


Through all these things God himself is violated, raped 
by a world of people seeking only the satisfaction of 
their private and selfish and sometimes cruel desires. 
God and his kingdom are subjected to violence by our 
ignorance of him, our apathy towards the meaning and 
purpose of life as much as by our violent and defacing 
worid. 


Yet we have the audacity to sing carols at Christmas 
and to make a great drunken party out of the one hope 
the world has tor peace, love and reconciliation. Why? 
Because of sentiment or nostalgia? Because it is part of 
the tradition of Christmas? Yes, but I believe it also 
arises from something deeper. 


‘Despite our willingness to blame God 
for the ills of our lives and the world, 
he will not intervene to change things.’ 


I believe that deep inside each person there is a real 
desire for ‘true love and brotherhood’ and that, given 
the choice, each of us would rather embrace each other 
than cause violence. The Christmas celebrations with 
all their razzmatazz are an expression of that desire - 
even if it gets overwhelmed by the pressure of hectic 
preparations. 


The birth of Jesus Christ is God’s sign that he too wants 
a world where love will be the dominant claim. The 
light of the star, the song of the angels, the shepherds 
and wise men all proclaim God’s hope and plea for 
people to turn the desire into a reality. 


The only way in which the song will come true is if we 
live what we sing in our Christmas carols. Despite our 
willingness to blame God for the ills of our lives and the 
world, he will not intervene to change things. Love 
cannot be forced, it must be free to choose. If God 
were to try to force us to live in love and peace that 
intervention would simply be an expression of naked 
power and love could not then live. Love is as 
vulnerable as a baby in a manger. There is no power in 
a and there cannot be, for power is the opposite of 
ove. 


i Love 1 se 77 
IS MAS a: Johnson refit as a baby in a manger’: 
| oh In a violent and se fe: the message of Christmas 
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So God gives freedom and relies on our willingness to 
live in love so that his kingdom will come. The finest 
Prayer ever written says simply, 


Lord, change the world 
But start with me. 


The message of Christmas is, without doubt, a dim light 
In the midst of a dark room. It warms and beckons, it 
illuminates and guides but it does not burn or dazzle. 
en God comes to his world as human flesh, born of 
a human mother, he does not do so with pomp and 
| circumstance echoing around the world. He comes as a 
baby in the humility and darkness of a stable. God 
ows, force and naked power accomplish nothing. 
ve and peace change the world. 


Toe H has that task too. Some will have heard me say 
at ‘Dim as a Toc H lamp’ is not the insult it appeals. 
= Our quiet, humble fellowship and our witness to the 
eee we will illuminate the lives of many and lead them 
se truth. By our own participation in fellowship and 
bares by being determined to be fairminded and by 
darken, Ea to the kingdom of God we become lights in a 
rid. 


And because the world is full of violence, because the 
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message is so easily defaced that light is desperately 
needed. 


Some will find the light through their membership of a 
church. Many do not. Our task as members of this 
movement of the Spirit is not to be a church for them, 
not to lead pron to a church, but simply to witness to 
the truth of the Christmas message in the ordinariness 
of our everyday lives. We do so quietly and humbly, like 
the dim light of the lamp, but joyfully, in the full hope 
and trust that the kingdom we are witness to is one we 
can build on earth. 


Now to the Lord sing praises 
All you within this place, 
And with true love and brotherhood 
Each other now embrace; 
This holy tide of Christmas 
All ‘hers doth deface: 


O tidings of comfort and joy! 
For Jesus Christ our Saviour 
Was born on Christmas Day! 


B Revd Alan Johnson is the National Chaplain of 


Toc H. 
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your = 
etters 


We reserve the right to edit letters. 
Only letters with full name and address 
will be considered for publication. 


TERMINOLOGY OR JARGON? 


Having just passed the current 
Winter Projects Booklet to a young 
friend who has a mild learning 
difficulty but who is keen to 
participate in one of these projects 
I’ve told her so much about, I found 
myself ‘covering up’ for the 
embarrassing terminology Toc H 
has adopted in its past three 
booklets. 


‘Special needs’, an umbrella term, 
seems to be satisfactorily 
interpreted, admittedly. No one can 
deny, however, the confusion that 
exists still, as a result mainly of the 
1981 Education Act, which 
attempted to remove ‘mental 
handicap’ as a stigmatising ‘label’. 
The correct replacement term has 
been used occasionally in some of 
the project descriptions in the 
booklets. It is ‘learning difficulty’. 
Our American counterparts use 
‘learning disability’ instead. Thus, 
‘mental handicap’ equates with 
‘learning difficulty’ - subdivisions of 
which are mild, moderate, severe 
and profound/multiple, which do 
not usually need stressing in Toc H 
material. But another problem, of 
course, arises, even for those 
working in the field (like myself), in 
that severe learning difficulties can 
imply a physical disability as well, 
but do not necessarily do so. So, to 
state specifically the presence of 
physical disabilities and even that 
people will be using wheelchairs, as 
Toc H often does, is useful for 
people applying for projects. 


Another point concerns the list of 
people ‘encouraged to apply’ for 
projects in the introduction section 
of the Winter Booklet. It could be 
seen as emphasising the social 
segregations that Toc H seeks to 
avoid. I refer to my friend 
mentioned above, who is now in her 
Jate 20s and very cynical about the 
‘positive discrimination’ mentioned 
in (for example) policics of the 
London Borough of Haringey. She 
has recently obtained a part-time 
job, and has for several years 
campaigned for the rights of people 
10 


WE HENT 
HEARD ROM 
YOU ATENY! 


with (any) special needs. Will she 
see herself as being ‘singled out’ if 
she applies for a project? 


Julie Welch 
London 


Toc H does not claim to have an 
exclusive right on the way language 
is used in the project booklet. 
Organisations working with those 
having special needs were 
consulted. The ‘Disability 
Language’ section used in the past 
three project booklets was the 


result. However, the National 
Projects sub-Committee, in 
considering the Summer 1990 


project booklet, has reviewed the 
general level of language used 
throughout, together with all 
special terms, and several changes 
have been made, including those 
raised by Julie Welch. Positive 
Suggestions are always welcome 
and should be addressed in the 
first instance to me at 2, 
Ennerdale Road, Wistaston, 
Crewe, Cheshire, CW2 8RT. 


John A. Biggerstaff 
Toc H National Projects 
Co-ordinator 


BASIS OF CHRISTIANITY 


To claim, as does the Revd Cardale 
(Your Letters, Point 3, October), 
that ‘the Old Testament is but a 
lesson as to how God used the Jews 
to train just those 12 whom Jesus 
chose’ is to stretch credulity beyond 
breaking point. Nowhere in that 
long and disjointed accoun of 


inter-tribal warfare, pillage, 
destruction, child murder and 
suchlike horrors, all allegedly 
undertaken with the express 


encouragement of Yahweh, can I 
find anything to support such a 
fatuous interpretation. 


What ‘wonderful words in Second 
Isaiah’ can he mean? Clearly not 


Isaiah Chapter 2, all of which we 
see at verse 1 are ‘concerning Judah 
and Jerusalem’, and were therefore 
of only contemporary historical 
relevance. Perhaps the Revd 
Cardale has in mind Isaiah 7/14, 
which is read to us each 
Christmastide? But this passage too 
is intended as nothing more than a 
sign to King Ahaz that he would 
overcome in a then impending 
battle his warmongering enemies 
Rezin and Pekah, contemporary 
kings of Syria and Israel 
respectively. Anyone doubting this 
has only to read Chapter 7 of the 
book of Isaiah from beginning to 
end, with of course an open and 
enquiring mind. 


I have nothing to say at this stage 
about the New Testament, except 
perhaps to ask Mr Cardale precisely 
where in it Jesus ‘totally turns 
round and contradicts’ Exodus 
21/24? Perhaps he does, but I 
cannot find it. 


Our Christian faith might do better 
if it abandoned its pretence that the 
Old Testament has any relevance to 
it whatsoever. Anyone who takes 
the trouble to read the whole of the 
book, again of course with an open 
and unpersuaded mind, can only 
recoil in horror and dismay at being 
told to accept it as the word of God, 
for here we read about a God no 
one in his right mind could possibly 
acknowledge, let alone love and 
worship. 


That trout farm, by the way, is near 
Berkhampstead, not Beaconsfield - 
on the A41 at Bourne End. Sorry 
about that! 


Brig P. K. Goozee, CBE 
Middleton Stoney 


Lynn 
x Faris 


Friends of Lynn Earls, formerly 
on the staff of Toc H Australia, 
will be sad to know that she is 
having great difficulty getting 
about these days. Brisbane 
Branch are raising money to 
provide Lynn with a motorised 
wheelchair. Any British friends 
of Lynn who wish to be 
associated with the appeal can 
send a contribution to: Roy 
Nieper, 5 Sheehy Street, 
Stafford Q 4053, Australia 


[Poperinge ] 


A number of people have 
written to Point 3 recently 
enthusing about trips to Talbot 
House, where Toc H started. 
Betty and Dennis Prescott and 
Sue Ellis were first time visitors 


to Poperinge: 


‘We were from three different 

branches but as you would expect 
we jelled within minutes of meeting, 
and there was much 
ood-humoured banter throughout 
the trip. We travelled by minibus via 
Dover to Calais, arriving at about 
4pm, to be greeted with a welcome 
‘cuppa’ by Jan, a Belgian lady of 84 
who has been associated with 
Talbot House and Toc H almost 
from their inception. Jan was later 
to regale us, sitting in the tranquil 
garden of the Old House, with 
stories of both over the years and of 
her experiences of the German 
occupation. 


Our trip, organised by a small staff 
development group, was entitled 
‘Peace of Flanders’, during which 
we considered ‘Conflict in Society’. 
It was well-structured and never 
rushed and took in visits to a 
number of places, including 
Sanctuary Wood, Hill 62, 
Paschendale and the Menin Gate 
for the nightly Last Post. We also, 
of course, both individually and 
collectively, spent time in the 
‘Upper Room’. 


May we say to those of you who 
have not been - make the effort! 
The reward is a feeling about our 
movement you will never have 
experienced before.’ 


Joyce Beeken has visited Talbot 
House before and always finds 
it a wonderful experience. This 
time she joined a party made up 
of members from a number of 
branches, mostly falling within 
the Melton and Charnwood 
District: 


‘An unforgettable day for me 
was the one when I stayed at the 
house instead of going out with the 
rest of the party. Jeanne, who is a 
triend of the Old House and knew 
Tubby as a little girl during the First 
World War, came along. She invited 


international 


` 


Another day, we visited 

of relatives of some of ia cite 
We laid a rose and said ‘Light’ at 
each grave which was most moving 
We visited Ghent, Ieper and other 
places. The real highlight was at 
Messine, when a number of us 
climbed the church tower and saw 
the Toc H bell among the others 
and heard the chimes. 


Special thanks are due to Frank 
Johnstone, who organised the trip 
and to the staff at the house, who 
made us most welcome.’ 


Readers might be interested in 
another account of a very unusual 
irip to Poperinge, Whien was 
featured in Point 3 in July under 
the title ‘Dancing into History’. 
Copies are still available from the 
Editorial Office. 


Gift to Talbot House 


As a result of money raised by the 


Welshpool and istrict Joint 
Branch from the collection of ald 
newspapers and the generous 


donations of many friends, 24 pairs 
of sheets were recently presented to 
Madame Arlette Duclos, the Vice 
President of the Talbot House 
Association. 


On behalf of the Association, she 
expressed her delight and grateful 
thanks. 


India 


ATocH School 
in India 


Toc H over its now nearly 75 years 
has been responsible for many 
pioneering achievements but few 
can be as remarkable as the 
creation of a Toc H secondary 
school in Cochin in the south India 
state of Kerala. The school is 
sponsored by Cochin Branch. It 
began some 12 years ago, with two 
classes in rented premises. Now it 
has its own impressive buildings and 
with the addition last year of 
Standard XII (the equivalent of the 
6th Form) it became a full 
secondary school. It has 1,222 
students and a teaching staff of 61. 


> 


allae 2 


ANNUAL 


A copy of Flair 89, the Toc H 
School Annual, has just been 
received in the International Office. 
It’s a fat, glossy publication which 
records the year’s academic 
triumphs (all those who took the 
equivalent of GCSE passed first- 
class), and sporting achievements 
(runners-up in the inter-school 
hockey tournament for the Toc H 
Trophy). Also included are poems, 
articles and stories by students. 
Most are in English, a few in 
Malayalam, the language of Kerala, 
Hindi or Sanskrit. 


[South Africa | 


The Hospice Association of the 
Witwatersrand this year 
commemorates its tenth year. It 
started off as a small group of 
concerned individuals who wanted 
to establish a service for the 
terminally ill; it is now a fairly large 
organisation with almost 50 paid 


workers and over 100 volunteers 


working for it. 


The whole thing was started by a 
Toc H member of staff called 
Marparet Lebish (now McGettrick). 
Although about to leave South 
Africa in order to marry she was 


determined to get the project 
started first. She was helped in her 
initial contacts with the appropriate 
personnel by Toc H member Arend 
Hoogervoost, who became the first 
chairman of the Hospice group. 


Toc H continued to be involved, 
particularly in providing space, as 
the organisation grew in strength. 
In the mid-80s, a Tubby Clayton 
Library was Cra at the 
Witwatersrand ospice, ‘which 
arose’ according to Alec Bullivant, 
‘from a decision to direct our Tubby 
Clayton Memorial Fund to a worthy 
and permanent objective’. The long 
and valuable support given by 
Toc H South Africa to the Hospice 
Association continues today. 
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The annual children’s camp run by 
Toc H in Derby was traditionally 
for boys only and was known as the 
‘Derby Toc H Children’s Camp. 
From this year it has been extended 
to include girls - after appropriate 
changes to the constitution - and is 


, now known as the ‘Derby Toc H 


Children’s Camp’. 


a great 


This year’s camp was 
success and the Mayor of Derby, 


who visited, expressed his 
admiration. One interesting com- 
ment was that the behaviour of the 
boys appeared to be significantly 
moderated by the presence of the 
girls, and discipline was not so much 
in demand as usual! 


Louisa Evans, Development 
Officer for Toc H in the West 
Midlands & South Wales Region, 
reports. 


Toc H has had little involvement in 
the Barry area of South Glamorgan 
since the closure of the Barry and 
Penarth Branches. When I first 
took up post here I became aware 
of the considerable social problems 
of the community and especially of 
the problems faced by ils younger 
members. Barry has the highest 
juvenile crime rate in South Wales 
as well as considerable problems of 
delinquency and drug and alcohol 
abuse amongst adolescents. 


With the help and encouragement 
of former Long Term Volunteer, 


Revd James Power (who had 
recently become Curate of 
Cadoxton in Barry), and the 


support of the Glamorgan Projects 
Committee, a playscheme was 
organised in Cadoxton House, a 
local community resource. The 12 
volunteers provided a magnificent 
week of activities which created 
considerable publicity in the 
community. The quality of 
craftwork produced by the children 
during the week was superb - it 
included a four foot high, six foot 
long papier mache dragon, which 
was later transported down to 
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Scene from Contact 89 


Cardiff for a display marking the 
opening of the new South 
Glamorgan County Council offices. 


The original plan was to run 
another playscheme in the area and 
slowly build up contacts, with a view 
to a possible development drive in 
1990. . . . However, events took a 
new and interesting turn, and the 
job of ‘contacting a community’ 
began. 


In October 1988, James phoned and 
suggested that I attend a mecting of 
the committee of ‘Contact 89. A 
few years before, the Crime 
Prevention Pancl and the Barry 
Youth Council had decided that 


Photo: Louisa Evans 


they would cooperate to organise a 
fair for all the organisations 
working with youth in the area. The 
concept had worked very well - 
Contact 89 was to be the fourth 
such fair and had grown from a one 
day to a three day event. 


To organise a fair of the size of 
Contact is no easy task. Over 60 
organisations were invited to mount 
displays. Throughout the days there 
were to be stage displays and 
exhibitions and on two of the 
evenings there were to be discos for 
the young people. 


The Taffy and Rene Evans Toc H 
Trust had become one of the main 


P s District have been 
oF oe ently, writes District 
ai Derek Smith: New 
seqingion Branch organised 
Ad ther successful Sponsored Swim 
ane of St Christopher’s Hospice 
ae The Cheney Centre and also 
nid a barbeque at their Chairman's 
heme. Coney Hall held the Annual 
Strawberry Tea at Keston for the 
disabled on a fine and very warm 
day in July. Later in the month, they 
were hosts to the Area Road Show 
organised by Tim Day with a good 
attendance from branches in the 
district and friends and were 
interested to hear about the good 
work done at Ifield Centre for the 
handicapped. Hayes and Coney 
Hall had a combined Jumble Sale. 
Hayes organised an Alexandra 
Rose Day Collection. 


David Hassell, a resi 

à sid 
Michael’s Cheshire Tome i 
Somerset, writes about a 
project held there this summer, 
It is with a 


write expressing my thanks for a 


Cheshire 
Somerset. 


This annual August week is the 
most eagerly awaited event in the 
calendar. “Weeks before the 
appointed time it is the subject of 
much animated conversation, 


Earlier in the year the residents 
meet together to discuss where the 
would like to go, and suc 
Suggestions are then given to the 
organisers when they arrive. 
Obviously not all the ideas can be 
accepted, but it gives a good 
framework with which to begin. 


sponsors of Contact. The Toc H 
pitch centred around the West Mids 
& South Wales Region’s new 
display boards, which proved to be 
eye-catching, and a good starting 
point for discussion. The over 16s 
were encouraged, if they expressed 
an interest, to fill in the South 
Wales Action Toc H Questionnaire. 
Over 150 replies were collected and 
of these nearly 50 had gone as far 
as Section 3, which asked which 
areas of Toc H work they were 
interested in and what type of 
commitment they could make. The 
6000+ people who came through 
the doors of Contact had. been 
made aware of the name of Toc H. 
d many of the older ones on 
Friday and Saturday afternoons had 
talked to the team of local 
volunteers who so ably assisted me. 


As a result of the names on the 
questionnaire, an embryo group has 
been formed in Barry. They have 
already held a fund-raising disco 
and have ambitious plans for the 
future. This summer they took 20 
very deprived youngsters on trips to 
a local wildlife park and to the 
Seaside for a picnic. For a week in 
1990 they will be filling Port 
Penrhyn, the Toc H centre in North 
Wales. 


Contacting the community 1S 
Continuing in the best possible pal 
with young people promoting an 
publicising Toc H by doing Toc H 
Jobs in their local community. 


n O U 


$i 


The Toc H volunteers spend 
Saturday Settling in, and for many 
this is their first contact with the 
world of the disabled. 


We had a completely new team this 
year, and the first couple of days 
must have been quite traumatic: - 
Which residents would like to go to 
Longleat? How do we load the 
residents in the buses? What do we 
do if... .?’ Ete, ete. 


You will be pleased to know that 88 
residents took part in the five days, 
which meant some going out two or 
three times. The week, of course, 
goes by far too quickly, and we 
know that it is nearly at an end 
when the Bristol Toc H Band 
arrives on the Thursday evening 
and entertains the residents with a 
‘Sing Along’. On the Friday evening 
the residents and volunteers meet 
for the last time. They have one or 
two drinks, and say their final 
goodbyes. 


So we thank everyone of you, and 
‘Come back soon’! 


T 


Photos: Jonathan Bach 


» = 
Scenes from the playscheme aimin, 
at ‘Integration’ organised by Nort 
London and South Herts Toc H in 
the summer. There was a mixture of 
children on the project, some with 
special needs. 


The Toc H Peace Bell Appeal has 
been completed. Many thanks to all 
contributors and special thanks to 
Freda Coombs, Treasurer of the 
Appeal, and Joyce Beeken, 
Chairman of Malton & Charnwood 
District. 
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sreview 


Language 
of the Soul 


THE RIDDLE OF JOY (G. K. 
Chesterton and C. S. Lewis) 


ed. Michael H. Macdonald and 
Andrew Tadie 
Collins, £9.95 


I have just been reading this 
fascinating new book about two of 
my favourite writers, who are also 
probably the two most able 
apologists for the Christian Faith in 
the 20th century. In some ways 
surprisingly, these two had much in 
common. Neither man could accept 
sham or sloppy thinking. Each 
started to examine the meaning of 
life with an honest mind and each 
ended as a devout Christian and 
lucid defender of the Faith. And, of 
course, despite their widely 
different styles, both were very fine 
and attractive writers. 


Just two years ago, a group of 
Chesterton and Lewis admirers 
from Europe, the USA and Canada 
met in Seattle for a celebration 
festival and conference. They 
formed a very mixed political and 
religious group and the gathering 
was sponsored by two universities - 
one Jesuit and the other Free 
Methodist. The book is based on 
that conference and includes the 
papers presented by 17 of Europe’s 
and America’s greatest living 
experts on the two writers. 


The book is both readable and wide 
ranging. There are fascinating 
essays by men who had personal 
links with Chesterton or Lewis. 
There are lilerary assessments, 
analyses of their social thinking, 
gripping accounts of their 
approaches to apologetics and 
examinations of the path each 
writer trod to conversion. 


I enjoyed it all, for I am a great 
admirer of both men. I think, 
though, that my favourite chapter is 
‘The Prayer Life of C. S. Lewis’ by 
James M. Houston. Lewis was a shy 
man who guarded his inner life 
from the world. But Houston knew 
him well for a number of years and 
has also combed his written work 
and broadcast texts for clues to his 
theology of prayer. Lewis was not a 
mystic. He was a very practical man 
and the prayer pattern he evolved 
hit me harder than anything else I 
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new 
members 


The following new members were 
registered during October: 


Mrs Elsie M Burgess, Mrs Eileen P 
Pearce (Edgmond J) 

Damian P Huggett (Huddersfield J) 

Jack N McCarthy (Nailsea M) 

Mrs Marian Tullett (Nailsea W) 

Mrs Paula A Pearson, William J D 
Terry (Newbottle J) 

Mrs Kathleen Marriott (Saltburn J) 

Mrs Phyllis M Risby (Somerton J) 

Mrs Joan Cameron, Mrs Margaret 
O Churchyard, Patrick Kerry, 
Mrs Gloria K Mankelow, Ronald 
GA Mankelow, Mrs Dorothy 
Payne, Mrs Bridget Sawyer, Mrs 
Leighton Wood, Mrs Margaret C 
Wood (Tunbridge Wells East 
Grp) 

Ronald Curtis, Leonard W Roberts 
(Wolds District) 

Frederick S V Gates (Worthing M) 


Welcome to 21 new members 


welcome__] 


to Peter Evans, the new Long Term 
Volunteer working in the South 
Wales/West Midlands Region. 


farewell | 


to Anne Desrousseaux, Regional 
Projects Co-ordinator, South East. 
We are sorry that she is going and 
are grateful to her for all the good 
work she has done on bchalf of the 


movement. 


have read about prayer. He 
emphasises the need for realism, 
humility and vulnerability as we 
seek God, for prayer to Lewis is 
‘the primary language of the soul in 
encounter with Gad’. 


This is a book to buy, to cherish and 
to read over and over again. 


Frank Rice 


E Frank Rice is a former Editor of 
Point 3. s 


EEE EE 


to Jane Richardson (Development 
Officer, Friendship Circles, Bucks) 
and Robert 
engagement; 


OQ 1. congratulations] 
S5qdqdīie 


Drew on their 


and to Cathi Davenport and L/Cpl 
G Bentley on their marriage in 
November. The couple met when 
Cathi was leading the Munster 
playscheme last year; 


and to John and Rebecca Dickson 
on the birth of their twins Robert 
and Ruth in October. The couple 
would like to thank all those who 
have sent kind messages of 
goodwill. 


obituaries —] 


We regret to announce the death of 
the following members: 


In May 
Frederick A Hill (Edgmond) 


In July 
Joan R Sloan (Edgmond) 


In September 

Mary Edwards (Brandon) 

Barbara Green (Avon District) 

Freda Ingleby (Paddock) 

Sarah E ‘Nellie’ Knight 
(Higham Ferrers) 

Violet L Skeet (late Cromer) 

Albert Wheaton (Porlock) 


In October 
Ernest G Keys 

(Huddersfield District) 
Dorothy A Long 

(Broadland District) 
Florrie Morrell (Huddersfield) 
Mary Richards (Stowmarket) 


Bertram (Bert) F Danvers of the Westem 
Approaches district, died recently. He had joined 
in India before the war and was a loyal member 
of Harrow Branch for many years after the War, 
always ready to do his bit on any Toc H job. 


Charles Wyatt died in August at the age of 87. 
He joined Toc H in 1971 after the death of his 
wife, which left him lonely and depressed. He 
often said that he found working for the good of 
others through Toc H gave him a real purpose in 
life. He took a particular interest in the disabled 
and remained an active member of Bognor 
Branch until ill health forced him to move away. 
He will be sadly missed. 

PS 


Derrick Clarke, who died in the summer, will be 
greatly missed in the Leicester District. He had 
been a very active member for over 55 years. He 
held various offices. His kindness, willingness to 
help and thorough knowledge of Toc H won the 
respect and gratitude of all who knew him. 


Jessie Sturch, who was, at the time of her death, 
Treasurer of the Birmingham District Branch, 
had held most branch offices. She was originally a 
member of Perry Barr Branch. She will be sorely 


rideaux House 


c llowshi 
Friends Anonymous Seven A 


ARP 


prideaux House is not a hotel, nora boarding 
Ra community of people who have found 


house, nor a hostel. It i 
Se, m . It is the ho 
their faith in God very real g 


relevant. 


i ffer good quality accommodation i 
Our aim is to O : modation in a homely atm 
that short break in London, near the West End, theatres, ie porn ee 
concerts. Ideally suited for persons attending conferences courses baer 
meetings, interviews, and for those in need of relaxation. Perfect for | ap 
5 wanting peace and quiet. OF groups or 


person 


Accommodation is offered in The Stanley Coulson Wing of our Communi 

i i munity 
House and Centre in ten single (only) rooms, and all proceeds su 
in Hackney. pport our work 


Each bedroom has a very high standard of furbishin with o -basi 
There are good shower facilities, lounges, TV Rec! small inte rar 
Community Chapel. Wholesome cooking is the norm. Sadly, accommodation is 
not suitable for children, smokers and persons on specific orthodox diets. 


For further information contact: 
The Rev Gualter R de Mello, Prideaux House, Ecumenical Interfaith Centre 
10 Church Crescent, London, E9 7DL. Telephone: 01 986 2233. i 


(If writing, state name of paper, quoting ‘ACC/87’.) 


Gopak Ltd 


FOLDING TABLES 


TWO WEEKS FREE TRIAL 


DIRECT FROM 
MANUFACTURER 


GENEROUS DISCOUNTS 


Lightweight aluminium tables 
with maximum strength, 
minimum weight, attractive 
appearance and folding easily for 
compact storage. A wide range of 
sizes and colour tops is available. 


Ideal indoors or outdoors for 
fund-raising events... 


HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS 
used nationwide in Schools, 
Church Halls, Clubs, Housing 
Associations, Hospitals . . . 
Please send for our FREE 
illustrated price-list with the 
opportunity to TRY A TABLE. 


GOPAK LTD 
FREEPOST, 
Dept TOC, Namé: oe sec Asoo dacrosaoee occ se 
Range Road, 

Hythe, Kent, Address 
CT21 5BR 

No stamp needed 


Alternatively ring Pastcade 
0303 265751 


Missed in a district where she gave lovingly and Branch Felis mayo N Sa Ran 
yan EY of her loyallstppt i aa feat loved always bright and cheerful, and it 


GL wasa privilege to know her. a, 


Thomas Arthur Corl ho died in September 

aged 91, was Eaa EE Talbot House The members of ponda panet Coe 
With Tubby Clayton and later took an active part deeply gaan py a aS an A EE 
menos H in this country after the war, finally as 2 be ee of the branch and had held all the 
member of Ormesby Branch until its closure. offices. We are indeed richer for the lives of 


cag people such as Mary- Pe 


Albert k died in 2 
Seen Em pr nee teed eral his Percy lart died recently at the age of 95. sg te 
active chariy work even during i dinal Hess been YER gh eaten th a er 

ry nee Sener Saal his life he was once again in touch through a 


Very muc 
: DC personal contact. 


Nellie Knigh died in September, was a 2 T rin Ff 
tounder manner a i errerswomen's We give thanks for their lives. 


TOCH 
CAROL 
SERVICE 


ALL HALLOWS 


SATURDAY 
16 DECEMBER 
2.30 pm 


Details from: Connie Pring, 
39 Princes Plain, Bromley, 
Kent, BR2 8HL 
Tel: (01) 462 8164 
(after 7 pm) 


Alison House 


If you require information 
about forthcoming events at 
Alison House, please send a 
large SAE to: Derek Bartrop, 
Alison House, Intake 
Lane, Cromford, Matlock, 
Derbyshire DE4 3RH. 


NEW 
CENTRAL 
COUNCILLORS 


-ATTENTION! 


MARCH 9-11 1990 


Development Officers Tim 
Day and John Burgess will be 
running a special weekend 
next year to help you to 
interpret the new role which 
Central Councillors now have. 


The focus will be on the new 
geographical areas involved 
and on the responsibilities 
which you will have. Everyone 
will participate on what should 
‘be an active and enjoyable 
weekend. 


All applications should be sent 
to: Timothy J Day, 2 Church 
View, Buckingham Rd, South 
Holmwood, Nr Dorking, 
Surrey, RHS 4LB. 

Tel: 0306 889369 


‘A MODEL FOR LIVING’ 


It is an in depth description of 
projects - how they started, 
what they aim to achieve, 
what makes them special and 
where there is room for 


TOCH 
A MODEL FOR LIVING 


improvement. Philip Douch, a 
Development Officer based at 
Lindridge House in Devon, 


has many years of experience 
and has written an interesting 
and informative booklet which 
you should not miss! 


Copies available, price £1 plus 
25p P & P, from: Despatch 
Department, Toc H 
Headquarters, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks. 
HP22 6BT. 


This new booklet by Philip 
Douch looks at the purpose 
and practice of Toc H 
projects. 


Scared of Missing 
the Next Issue 
of Point 3? 


Don't rely on other people to show you their copy; 
make sure you get one by taking out a personal 
subscription. For just £2 a year* you could have Point 3 
delivered to you every month. Here are just some of 
the things you'll be reading about in the coming 
months: 


Our series of special issues on the world’s great 
religions will continue with a look at Hinduism and at 
Buddhism. We shall be examining some of the issues 
facing us in Britain today, such as the plight of refugees 
and the approach to mental health. Our ‘Starting Point’ 
series will continue with articles on Talbot House and 
Tubby Clayton - and Point 3 itself! We will be 
examining the different Christian denominations. And 
for 1990, Toc H’s 75th anniversary year, we'll be 
carrying a special series of articles looking at the 
movement’s unique contribution in bringing people 
together who wouldn't otherwise meet. All this plus our 
regular book reviews and, of course, news and views 
from within the movement. 


Take out your subscription to Point 3 now by sending 
this form to: 

Toc H Despatch Department, Toc H HQ, 1 Forest 
Close, Wendover, Bucks, HP22 6BT. 


Please send me Point 3 each month for one year. 
I enclose cheque/postal order for £2 (payable to 
Toc H). 


Name 


Address 


*Any contribution towards the cost of postage will be 
gratefully received. 


TocH 
Teatowel 


Poperinge Belgium 
1915-? 


Now available for sale, royal 
blue printed on white, 100% 
cotton teatowel. , 


Price £2.00 plus 25p P & P 


Please make zoni cheque 
payable to Toc H and send to 
Despatch Department, Toc H 
Headquarters, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks 
HP22 6BT. 


2ads 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five weeks before: es a day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is Sp a word (minimum 50p) plus VAT, ta 
Point 3 Magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained from the 
Editorial Office, Toc H, 38 Newark Street, 
London E1 2AA. Tel: 01 375 0547 


Hythe, Kent - homely accommodation in 
member's home. Bed/breakfast and/or evening 
meal or full board. Christmas booking now bein 
taken. Rates negotiable. Enquire: Nesta Cock, 
Toumay Close, Lympne, Hythe, Kent CT21 4LL. 
Tel: 0303 269407. 

Christian contacts, 


Singles, friendship 


fellowship groups, social events, nationwide. 
Weekend houseparties. Holidays. Christian 
Fellowship Friendship, St Nicholas Close, 


Edenthorpe, Doncaster, DN3 2QD. 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diaries, etc. gold stamped to your 
requirements. Details: Northern Novelties, 
Bradford BD3 8BT. 
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